
CHARLES ATKINSON  son of Charles Atkinson and Mary Ann Atkinson.
Charles Atkinson affectionately known as ‘Charlie’ was born on 26th October 1919 at 16 Low Row, Bigges Main, Longbenton in the Parish of Wallsend. Charles, his father registered the birth using a mark ‘X’. His father Charles’ occupation was given as a General Labourer.
 

 
 
Charlie was killed in action during World War II, aged 21 years on 8th May 1941 when the ship he was serving on, as a Carpenter, SS Ramillies was torpedoed in the Atlantic Ocean. His ship was part of a convoy.
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In Memory of

CHARLES ATKINSON
nter
S.S. Ramillies (Cardiff), Merchant Navy
who died on
Thursday, Sth May 1941. Age 21.
Additionat Information: Son of Mary A. Atkinson, of Wallsend, Northumberland

Commemorative Information

Cometery: TOWER HILL MEMORIAL
Grave Reference/ Panel 86.

Panel Number:

Location: The Tower Hill Memorial commemorates men of the Merchant Navy and Fishing

Fleats who died In both Worid Wars and who have no known grave. It stands on
the south side of the garden of Trinty Square, Londan, close to The Tower of
London. The 1914- 1918 monument, bulkt of Portland stone, consists of a vaulted
Conidor 21°5 metres long, 7 metres wide and 7 to 10 metres hiah, open at

Gnd. I has three wide openings at front and back In which are placed plers of
Columins. The names of the war dead are Inscribed on bronze panels covering the
Claht main masonry piers which support the roof, and are arranged
Slphabeticaily under their shIps, with the name of the Master or Skipper (If It
‘Sppears) first in each case. The Memorial s surmounted by » solid pediment
bearing the following dedicatory Inscription: 1914 - 1918 0 THE GLORY OF GOD
AND O THE HONOUR OF TWELVE THOUSAND OF THE MERCHANT NAVY AND.
FISUING FLEETS WHO HAVE NO GRAVE BUT THE SEA The 19391045 Memorial
Eaices the form of a semi-circular sunken garden surrounded by walls. The.
Internal face of the semi-circular wall 13 Cased in bronze Which bears in rellef the
Aames of the men commenmorated. At reguiar Intervals round this bronze casing
fre seven stone sculptured allegorical Ngures representing the Seven Seas. From
the 1914-1518 Memorial stone steps lead down to the sunken garden and
betwean the flghts of steps 1 the main dedicatory Inscription, which reads:

1535 - 1945 THE TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND OF THE MERCHANT NAVY AND.
FISHING FLEETS WHOSE NAMES ARE HONOURED ON THE WALLS OF THIS'
GARDEN GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR THEIR COUNTRY AND HAVE NO GRAVE BUT
THE SEA

Mistorical Information: “TOWER HILL MEMORIAL 1914 - 1918 This memorial stands on Tower Hil,
London, on the south side of the pleasure garden of Trinity Square. The
Memorlal Consiats of a vauled corridor 21.5 metres long, 7 metres wide and 7 o
55 metres migh. It 1= open at each end. 1t has three wide openings at the front
3nd back, in which are placed pais of columns. It rises in the middie In
Fectanguiar blocks. Tt 12 bult of Portiand Stone finished with a circular treatment.
The Names of the War Dead are carried on bronze penels, covering the sight
main mosony plers which suppor the roof. They are arranged aiphabetically
Under their Ships of the Merchant Service.
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For Uncle Charlie
 
Uncle Charlie your lifeboat didn’t make it to shore,
Your Mother sadly, would see you no more.
For our tomorrow, you gave your TODAY,
It was in the Atlantic Ocean, 1941, on the 8th May.
 
 
Mary Ann suffered the loss, the sorrow and pain,
But always believed she would see you again.
She endured the sadness and tears she oft wept,
As at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, you slept.
 
 
Your life you gave, you made the ultimate sacrifice,
Like millions more, you paid a very high price.
Each year at the 11th hour on the 11th of November,  
The world stands still as in silence, we Remember.
 
 
As the years pass and the generations anew,
Your memory lingers on, we will not forget you.
As a fitting tribute I write, in verse and in rhyme,
It will not, like us fade with the passing of time.
 
 
                                                              John Seldon
 
 
 
The book Merchant Ship Losses by Alan J Tennent gives the following account of the loss of SS Ramillies:
a cargo of 3074 tons of coke, dispersed from convoy OB 317 comprising 23 ships. The Master, Capt. William Henry Macey, 25 crew and 3 gunners were lost. 11 crew and 1 gunner were rescued by British Ship GEDDINGTON COURT 6903/28 and landed at Halifax NS.
The brief account below describes the sinking of SS Ramillies and its last location.
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Typ
Tonnage

Comploted

Ramillies

British Steam merchant

Vo et rave s icturs o s vesset o it

Stoam merchant
4,553 tons

1927 W Gray & Co Lid. West Harlepool
John Cory & Sons Ltd. Carif

Carat

8 May 1941

Sunk by 1197 U
4808132 26W - Gud BD 5533
4129 doad and 12 sunivors)

3 potted two morchants on wost course sauthoast of
‘Capa Farewell and four hours latar two others that followed the first group. All ships had been
disparsed from convoy OB-317 The U.boat chased the first ships and fred at 17.04 hours
torpado at the Ramillies (Mastar Willam Hanry Macey). but missed and was not able 1o fre
at the ships of the second group because they were too far away. So the U-boat had to
‘overtake the frs group again during the night and fired at 12 14 hours on 8 May another
torpedo at the same ship but again missed. At 18.13 hours. a third torpedo was fired which
it the Ramillies and stoppad her but did not sink At 18.48 hours. 3 coup da grice was.
fred that malfunctioned. but the second at 19.03 hours hit the ship in the stem and cavsed
herto sink fast in the vertical. The master. 25 craw members and thre gunnors ware lost
Eleven crew members and one gunnes were picked up by the Brtish merchant Geddington
Court and landed at Halfax.





 
 
 
‘Charlie’ has no known grave but is commemorated in the names on Tower Hill war memorial, Panel 86. The same panel shows lists the name of the Master, W. Macey, at the time of the loss of SS Ramillies.
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The Commonwealth War Graves Commissions’ web site includes Charles Atkinson’s details.
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In Memory of
Carpenter CHARLES ATKINSON

S.S. Ramillies (Cardiff), Merchant Navy
who died aged 21 on Thursday, 8th May 1941.

Carpenter ATKINSON was the son of Mary A. Atkinson, of Wallsend,
Northumberland.

Remembered with honour
TOWER HILL MEMORIAL.

FHEIR NAME Lvem
~ EOR EVERMORE

1In the perpetual care of
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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His mother Mary Ann refused to believe that he was missing and always waited for him to walk through the door on his return. Sadly, that never happened. It is known, from war time records of the sinking that two lifeboats were launched one of which made it to shore with some survivors. Charlie was in the lifeboat that failed to make it to shore.
 
 
 
Finally, Wallsend has honoured it’s son Charles Atkinson by adding his name to the list of those from the town killed in action in WW II; 1939 – 1945. The photograph below was taken in November 2011 just after Armistice Day 11-11-11 by his nephew John Douglas Seldon. [Note the names are printed on cardboard as the brass plates had been stolen].
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